Immunofluorescent assessment of tumour infiltrating cells in laryngeal carcinoma. Application of monoclonal antibodies.
In order to gain some insight into host cell accumulations within primary tumour, frozen sections from surgical specimens of laryngeal carcinoma were subjected to indirect immunofluorescence using a panel of monoclonal antibodies against various human lymphocyte subsets as well as macrophages. In addition, polyclonal antibodies against Ig were used in order to trace B cells. Numerous host cell infiltrates seen at the tumour periphery were composed of T4 (helper) lymphocytes and macrophages. Lymphocytes of OKT8 (suppressor/cytotoxic) and Leu-7 (NK cells) series were intermingled with tumour cells in the case of scanty infiltrates. Infiltrating cells were also linked to the presence of metastases in regional lymph nodes. OKT4-positive abundant infiltrates were usually accompanied by uninvolved nodes, while scanty ones with OKT8 specificity were relatively frequently seen in the patients with evidence of nodal metastases. These differences were not statistically significant, however, B cells as well as plasma cells were infrequently observed and were encountered both in tumour samples with intensive cellular infiltrates as well as in those with scanty ones.